INTRODUCTION

And so, as years go on, his life becomes hateful to him.
What are we to say of a man who makes a habit of reading
the third chapter of Job on his birthday, that he may curse
the day when he was born?1 This was, indeed, when the
shadows were closing round, and he began to realize that he
was losing command of his reasoning powers. But even
before this came on him he was a sorrowful man; and the
fantastic description of human life in his letter to Deane
Swift (October, 1735) gives, without doubt, a true picture
of himself, as he appeared to himself.

Swift's arrogance and violent temper made his lot harder,
but some of the letters written in angry moods are not easy
to excuse. Such is the letter to Bishop Stearne,2 the tone
of which is in marked contrast to the quiet and conciliatory
terms of the Bishop's reply. Such are the letters to Lord
Palmerston,3 in which Swift is not only in the wrong, but
becomes insolent and ill-mannered when this is pointed out
to him. Bolingbroke was right. If Swift had despised the
opinion of his fellows so whole-heartedly as he would have us
believe, he would not have been so apt to get angry with them.

Perhaps it was disappointed pride that lay behind his
choice of men so much his intellectual inferiors as his
constant associates and correspondents in Ireland. It was
not always so. " I love good creditable acquaintance" (so
he wrote to Stella, 17 May, 1711), " I love to be the worst
of the company: I am not of those that say ' For want of
company, welcome trumpery.'" Yet it came to this, as
time went on. Some friends he had, indeed, whose com-
pany would have been good enough for any one. " There
are at least six or eight gentlemen of sense, learning, good
humour and taste, able and desirous to please you/' is one
of the inducements by which he tries to persuade Pope to
visit him in Dublin.4 Mrs. Pendarves, afterwards Mrs.
Delany, was a very competent judge of good talk, and she
says of this circle of friends: "I recollect no entertainment

1  Swift to Mrs. Whiteway, 27 November, 1738.
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